
 

WINTERGREEN RESORT RECEIVES ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARD 
FOR IMPROVED SNOWPOWER TECHNOLOGY  

WINTERGREEN, Va. (March 4, 2014) - Wintergreen Resort has received the Honor Award for 
Engineering Excellence from the American Council of Engineering Companies of Virginia (ACEC/VA) for 
making “a decade of improvements in 120 days” by installing a new public water supply tank system that 
more than doubled the central Virginia ski destination’s snowmaking capability. 

“We are delighted to receive the Engineering Excellence Honor Award and to be recognized for the 
exciting strides Wintergreen has made in snow making technology,” said Hank Thiess, general manager 
of Wintergreen Resort.  “Our giant new water tank located below The Plunge Tubing Park now allows us 
to make more snow across all temperatures – important since Virginia can provide us with interesting 
weather – and to make a lot more snow overnight.  Since the tank’s installation, our winter seasons have 
consistently provided the Mid-Atlantic’s best skiing and snowboarding surfaces.  As we like to say here, 
‘more snow equals more fun!’” 

Armed with one of the world’s most sophisticated snowmaking systems, Wintergreen Resort, located in 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains, wields SNOWPOWER thanks to the $6 million infrastructure 
improvements that include the new 5 million gallon water storage tank and upgrades to the York® 
computerized snowmaking equipment. The resort now makes twice as much snow, twice as fast. 

The tank system was designed by Wiley Wilson and was cited as one of the top seven engineering 
achievements completed in Virginia during 2013. The award recognizes the firm’s leadership bringing 
together a pre-eminent team of design-build professionals implementing vital water system improvements 
for the Wintergreen community just in time for the 2012-2013 winter season. 

“It was very rewarding working with Wintergreen’s team of professionals to design and implement one of 
the most technologically advanced snow-making systems in the United States,” explained Tom 
Fitzgerald, PE, Vice President, Project Manager. “In addition to maximizing the resort’s snowmaking 
capability, the new system provides critical redundancy for Nelson County’s community water supply 
using high-efficiency equipment that conserves water, minimizes energy consumption, and maximizes 
operational flexibility.” 

The only ski area on the East Coast to have 100 percent of its terrain – 129 skiable acres – covered by 
automated snowmaking, Wintergreen’s new high-tech equipment allows the property to open its trails 
sooner, provide better snow coverage and keep its slopes open longer.  The result for skiers and 
snowboarders is gold-standard surfaces with uniformity of depth and consistency of snow quality from top 
to bottom.  

In optimal conditions, Wintergreen Resort’s state-of-the-art snowmaking system, boasting more than 400 
powerful snow guns and 45 weather stations, could cover a football field with 37 feet of “perfect” snow in 
just 24 hours.  Manufactured snow is often judged superior to traditional snow due to its quality, 
consistency and structure, to say nothing of the increased production opportunities, effectively doubling 
the snowmaking capacity this season.  

For information call 888-329-5828 or access the Web site http://www.wintergreenresort.com.  
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About Wintergreen Resort: Wintergreen Resort is an 11,000-acre, four-season resort located in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
southwest of Charlottesville, Va. This beautiful hideaway is the ultimate vacation and conference spot, nearly 250 
condominium-style accommodations; 45 holes of championship golf; snow skiing, snowboarding and snow tubing; an award-
winning tennis program; a full-service, destination spa; 40,000 square feet of meeting and event space; and savory dining 
options. The resort is located adjacent to the Blue Ridge Parkway in beautiful central Virginia near Charlottesville, just 90 
minutes from Richmond, Va., three hours from Washington, D.C. and Raleigh, N.C., five and a half hours from Philadelphia, 
and eight hours from Atlanta. For more information, guests can call (434) 325-2200 or visit the resort’s web site at 
www.wintergreenresort.com. 
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